
INCORPORA TED VILLAGE OF PIERMONT
478 PIERMONT A VENUE * PIERMONT, NEW YORK 10968

(845) 359-1258, (845) 359-0466 (fax)

December 17, 2002

Mr. Karl Gleaves
Office of the Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
United States Department of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3281
Millennium.comments @ noaa. gov

Re: Re-routing of the Millenium Pipeline Project in Rockland County, NY

It has come to the attention of the Village of Piermont Board of Trustees that plans are
being considered to re-route the Millenium pipelin.e through land, in particular through
Tallman State Park and the Piermont Marsh, that lies within or near the geographic
boundaries of the Village of Piermont.

The Village of Piermont agrees with the concerns and objections enumerated by the
County Executive, C. Scott Vanderhoef in his letter to you of November 12,2002 (copy
attached). The Village of Piermont also agrees in full with the comments of the Town of
Orangetown, as specified in Town Supervisor Thorn Kleiner's letter to you of November
26,2002 (copy attached). The Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of Piermont
would also like to formally enter our objections to the proposed re-routing of this pipeline
for the record.

The entire Village of Pierrnont has been duly designated as a Critical Environmental
Area under SEQRA and its Regulations, and local Critical Environmental Areas have
been established under 6NYCRR617 as the Hudson River Palisades Slope Area, the
Sparkill Creek Area, and the Pierrnont Pier Area.

The Village has a long record of protecting it's open spaces and preserving it's critical
environmental areas, starting with the Comprehensive Plan of 1974, and encoded in the
Village's Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWRP) which was adopted)anuary 7,
1992, which, as our comprehensive master planning document, identifies the character of
Piermont as unique and establishes as a goal the preservation of the open space areas
including forested hillsides, wetlands, and the Hudson River. The Village is a active
member of the Hudson River Greenway Council,

It is the position of the Village of Piermont that any land disturbance, erection,

construction, excavation, or installation of the Millennium pipeline within the
geographical boundaries of the Village, or within the Piermont Marsh or the surrounding
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steep slopes and watersheds shall require approvals from the Board of Trustees, the
Planning Board, the Harbor Advisory Commission, and possibly the Zoning Board of
Appeals, and will require the issuance of a Building Permit by the Piermont Building
Department; which land use application shall, most likely, require a SEQRA
Environmental Impact Review.

The Piermont Marsh and the tidal portion of the Sparkill Creek are under
jurisdiction of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and have
been declared to be of great environmental significance and fragility by the same. The
Piermont Marsh meets the definition of tidal wetland provided in the Tidal Wetlands Act,
NY Environmental Conservation Law, Article 25, and the implementing regulations
6NYCCR 661, and has been so codified and identified as an Environmentally Sensitive
Site by Village Law (section 112.78.1 of the Village Code).

The Piermont Marsh is the largest brackish wetland on the Hudson and includes
about 1,000 acres of tidal marsh and sub-tidal shallows, and was declared part of the
Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve by the NYS DEC in 1987 in response
to passage of the Hudson River Estuary Management Act, Section 11-0306 of the
Environmental Conservation Law. The law directed the DEC to develop a management
program for the Hudson River Estuarine District and its associated shorelands.

Rare species found in the Piennont Marsh and its surrounding environs include least
bittern, osprey, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, and diamondback terrapin. Rare plants
include a sedge, button-bush dodder, and saltmarsh bulrush.

The blueprint for implementing this estuarine management program is The Hudson River
Estuary Action Plan, first released by Governor George Pataki in May 1996 and most
recently updated in 2002. Its principal goals are to protect and conserve natural resources
and ecosystem health, clean up pollution and other impairments, and promote public use
and enjoyment of the river. The plan specifies concrete objectives to be implemented
over a two year period extending through the year 2002. Action Plan projects have
already expanded understanding of key species like striped bass and bald eagles,
delineated the boundaries and acreage of underwater grass beds, mapped tidal wetlands,
inventoried biodiversity in adjacent uplands, upgraded boat launches, and preserved
valuable open space on the shoreline.

Further, In New York State three "Estuaries of National Significance" are designated
under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA:) National Estuary Program.
The purpose of the "National Estuary Program" is to promote the development of
comprehensive management plans for estuaries of national significance threatened by
pollution, development, or overuse. The National Estuary Program was established in the
1987 amendments to the Clean Water Act. The areas covered by the National Estuary
Program in New York State include three National Estuary Program designated areas,
one of which is:
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NYINJ Harbor Estuary -The New York New Jersey Harbor Estuary encompasses
the waters of New York Harbor and the tidally influenced portions of all rivers
and streams that empty into the Harbor. There is a core area which includes the
tidal waters of the Hudson-Raritan Estuary from Piermont Marsh in New York
State to an imaginary line at the mouth of the Harbor which connects Sandy
Hook, New Jersey and Rockaway Point, New York. This imaginary line is known
as the Harbor Transect.

Further, the re-routing of the pipeline plan to access the Hudson via Tallman State Park
would result in the destruction of a heavily wooded and steeply sloped area in a NY State
Park that is extensively and intensely used by many people in the greater NYC
metropolitan region. For many people from the urban environment of NYC this heavily
wooded park with extensive walking trails is one of few places to enjoy the natural
beauty of New York and the Hudson. As County Executive Vanderhoef notes:

"Tallman Mountain State Park will be significantly impacted due to the removal
of thousands of mature trees, construction on steep slopes, and crossing of small
streams. A number of plants in the Park and Marsh are listed as rare, endangered,
or of special concern, The Park is listed on the State Register of Historic Places."

Tallman State Park is managed by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, and we would expect that this Office will have serious objections
to this plan as well.

Consequently, because of the " super"-environmentally sensitive nature of the Piermont

Marsh and its surrounding environs and its protected status, The Village of Piermont
recommends that the alternate routes for the pipeline currently being considered should
not be chosen.

It is the position of the Village that crossing the Hudson at the Piermont marsh would be
in violation of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. The Village feels that the
proposed pipeline crossing via the Piermont Marsh fails to comply with New York
State' s approved coastal zone management program and thus would not be conducted in
a manner consistent with that program. Further, the Village feels that the approvals
granted to the Millennium pipeline company do not pertain to this crossing, and that the
entire public review and approval process would have to be reopened.

The Mayor and Trustees of the Village of Piermont believe that the Bowline
Solution is the right solution for the Millennium Pipeline. Terminating the Millennium
Pipeline at the Bowline Facility in Haverstraw allows New York to protect the Coastal
Zone and enables Columbia Gas to fix the decrepit A-5 line that makes up 222 miles or
52.9% of the pipelines 420 mile route. This allows Millennium to fulfill its purpose as
described to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission of delivering natural gas to
"delivery points in New York State", The Bowline Solution is a viable alternative that
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allows Millennium to pursue its goals without destroying our environment and
endangering our communities.

The impact on re-routing this pipeline through the more congested southern part of
Rockland County, through a extremely significant NYS Park on the national register of
historic places, and through an extremely fragile tidal wetlands would be devastating.
The permanent destructive impact on property and environment would be extreme. The
decisions already made by the FERC that support the existing route selection to Bowline,
and the final approvals granted this year for the Hudson River crossing via the
Haverstraw Bay would be put aside, and the approval process would be reopened. The
overall cost of this delay would be extreme, and certainly is not offset by a potentially
shorter route, especially as that shorter route will be contested by every municipality and
interested party that the route transects with great energy and determination.

If you wish to review or receive copies of the pertinent provisions of the Code of the
Village of Piennont, please feel free to contact our Village Clerk's office.

Sincerely,

~~ ~

Edward Traynor

Mayor

III

III

Cc: Scott Vanderhoef, County ExecutiveR. Allan Beers, Coordinator of Environmental
Resources, Rockland County
Thorn Kleiner, Supervisor, Town of Orangetown
Director, The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Village Board

Village Attorney
Senator Hillary R. Clinton
Senator Charles E. Schumer
Congressman Benjamin A. Oilman
Congressman Eliot L. Engel
State Senator Thomas P. Morahan
State Assemblyman (elect) Ryan S. Karben

Attachment: C. Scott Vanderhoef's letter of November 12,2002
T. Kleiner's letter of November 26,2002

Mayor Edward Traynor
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VILLAGE OF PIERMONT VILLAGE BOARD
MILLENNIUM PIPELINE RESOLUnON

December 17, 2002

Whereas, the Millennium Pipeline has been proposed and previously approved to be
routed through northern Rockland County and across Haverstraw Bay into Westchester County after
careful comprehensive analysis and collaboration with affected communities, and

Whereas, years of public comment and hearings, and environmental impact statements
all deemed the crossing of Haverstraw Bay to pose the least threat to the co~stal management and coastal
water resources, and

Whereas, a new alternative would route the pipeline through environmentally sensitive
portions of the Village of Piermont and is a use of land directly conflicting with the Village's Zoning

Code and Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan (L WRP), which was adopted J anuary 7, 1992, and

Whereas, the Incorporated Village of Piennont has generated a communication to the
United States Department of Commerce (the Office of the Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Services,
National Oceanic and Atmosheric Administration) to outline the Village's objection to the proposed re-
routing of the Millennium Pipeline Project, and

Whereas, the Village of Piermont's initial objections to the re-routing of the Millennium
Pipeline Project are contained in the communication generated by the Village of Piermont, which is
attached hereto and made a part hereof, and

Whereas, there are numerous and as yet undetermined environmental and potential
economic impacts associated with locating the pipeline within property of the Palisades Interstate
Parkway, through Tallman State Park and the Piermont Marsh which have not been identified nor
analyzed,

Now, therefore, the Village Board of the Village of Pi~rmont hereby declares that it is
adamantly and vehemently opposed to any re-routing of the pipeline within the borders of the Village of
Piermont or the Town of Orangetown.

Ayes: Trustees O'Brien, Devan, Howarth and Moran. Mayor Traynor

Noes: None

Dated: December 17,2002

-./R At'-../ ../~ /~ ~-

Denise Ehrhart, Clerk-Treasurer
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Thorn Kleiner

Supervisor

November 26, 2002

Karl Gleaves
Office of the Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
United States Department of Commerce
1305 East-WestHighway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re Rerouting ofMillenium Pipeline

Dear Mr. Gleaves

On behalf of the Town Board of the Town of Orangetown, I am writing to elaborate upon
our serious concerns regarding the rerouting of the Millennium Pipeline as I outlined in
oral testimony at the public hearing on this matter on November 13,2002.

We were first advised that alternate routes had been proposed for the Millennium
Pipeline through the Town of Orangetown by a phone call from Rockland County
officials on November 12. We were further informed that the final hearing of the U.S
Department of Commerce for the appeal filed by the Columbia Gas Transmission
Corporation was to be held the next day, on November 13.

The Town of Orangetown agrees with the concerns enumerated by the County Executive
and Director of Environmental Issues of Rockland County in their public hearing and
written testimony, including impacts on public safety and the environment;

In addition, the Town has not been foffilally apprised of~e process or the timetable by
which the impacts of the alternate routes through the Town will be identified and
analyzed. Our residents want and deserve the same time afforded to Westchester County
residents to understand the proposed routes and identify its impacts.

Town Hall 26 Orangeburg Road. Orangeburg, NY 10962

Telephone: (845) 359-5100 ext. 261 .Fax: (845) 359-2623
e-mail: supervisor@orangetown,com
website: www.orangetown.com



November 26, 2002, page 2

Our knowledge of the location of the proposed alternate routes through Orangetown is
extremely limited. We have been presented with a schematic map of Rockland County
showing municipal boundaries and major highways at a scale of 1" = 1 mile. The map
delineates the proposed routes in a diagrammatic way. At this scale it is not possible to
know which properties will be affected nor even which residential roads the routes are
ac\jacent to.

Because of insufficient infonnation, it is not possible to calculate specific impacts.
We can sunnise that there will be short-tenn impacts related to construction including
commuter and local traffic disruption and rerouting, temporary loss of water or septic
services to property and homeowners, and noise from tunneling and blasting through
rock. Long-tenn impacts would include a reduction ofbuffers along the Palisades
Interstate Parkway and destruction of natural habits in Tallman Mountain State Park and
the Piennont Marsh.

For all of these reasons, we are requesting additional time to further comment on these
matters.

Community concerns to date are outlined in the Town Board resolution attached with this
letter. Please advise me of any information that might affect the Town of Orangetown
regarding the Mil1enium Pipeline at the above address or by ca11ing (845) 359-5100, ext.
261. Thank you.

Thorn Kleiner

Supervi~or

cc Town Board
Senator Hillary R. Clinton
Senator Charles E. Schumer
Congressman Benjamin A. Gilman
Congressman Eliot L. Engel
County Executive C. Scott Vanderhoef
State Senator Thomas P. Morahan
Assemblyman-elect Ryan S. Karben

Yours truly, ,



Millenium Pipeline Resolution

Town ofOrangetown, Rockland County, New York

Whereas the Millennium Pipeline has been proposed and previously approved to be
routed through northern Rockland County and across Haverstraw Bay into Westchester
County after careful comprehensive analysis and collaboration with affected
communities, and

c'
Whereas years qf public comment and hearings, and environmental impact statements all
deemed the crossing of Haverstraw Bay to pose the least threat to the coastal
management and coastal water resources, and

Whereas a new alternative would route the pipeline through environmentally sensitive
portions of the Town of Orangetown, and

Whereas, like the Haverstraw Bay, the Piemlont Marsh has been designated a "significant
coastal fish and wildlife habitat" by the New York State Department of State, and

Whereas the proposed route through the Town of Orangetown has been mapped only in a
schematic manner and is lacking specificity , and

Whereas there are numerous and as yet undetermined environmental and potential
economic impacts associated with locating the pipeline within property of the Palisades
Interstate Parkway, through Tallman State Park and the Piermont Marsh which have not
been identified nor analyzed, and

Whereas the Palisades Interstate Parkway has been designated a National and New York
State Scenic Byway in recognition of its environmental, historical and scenic inlportance
to the region, and

Whereas thousands of daily commuters including numerous Orangetown residents using
the Palisades Interstate Parkway may experience delays and disruption if construction of
the pipeline takes place on the Parkway property, and

Whereas there are public safety and security issues related to the proposed location in
close proximity to the existing Tennessee Gas Pipeline, and

Whereas 256 Orangetown homeowners whose property immediately abuts the Palisades
Interstate Parkway will be adversely affected by the coDBtruction of the pipeline on
Parkway property by the permanent removal of the vegetcated buffer, by an increase in
noise from traffic along the Parkway due to reduced vegetation, by the creation of
hazards to the public and by a decrease in property values, and

Now, therefore, the Town Board of the Town of OrangetoWIl hereby declares that it is
adamantly and vehemently opposed to any rerouting of the pipeline within Orangetown
borders in the absence of a full and comprehensive analysis of all potential adverse
impacts and exploration of all possible mitigation measures and approaches to this
important matter.



COUNTY OF RocKLAND
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

, .Allison-Palris County Office Building

;. New City, New Yolk 10956

Tel. (845) 638-5122
C. SCOTr V ANDERHOEF Fax. (845) 638-S426

County ExecIIIive

November 12, 2002

Mr. Karl Gleaves
Office of the Assistant General Co\lDSel for Ocean SeIVices
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admjnisu.tion
United States Department of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, Mdc 20910

pear Mr. Gleaves:

As Rockland County Executive, I hereby enter into record the Co\D1ty ofRockland's strong opposition to
the Millelmium ~line route alternatives relating to Rock\and County as suggest~d by the New York
Dep~ of State (DOS).

The Rockland County portion of the Millelmium Pipeline was constructed in 2001 by Mirant Energy and is

CIJIrentlymservice supplying natural gas to the Bowline Energy Facility. Wor!cing with RoCkIand
officials, the pipeline was placed along exjsting utility corridors to minimize the impact to residents. This
segment of the pipeline will be utilized by Columbia Gas as part of the Millennium Pipeline.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has certified tht: proposed route after four yeus of exhaustive
environmental study. The United States Department ofEnvironmeJrtal Protection Agency and the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation have determined that the certificated crossing of the
Hudson River at Haverstraw Bay is acceptable.

An analysis of the route alternatives, as reconmlended by theDepar\nlCnt of State, will have permanent
significant and adv~e effects on the natural and human envirorunent. The following impacts will occur:

Option #1 -Palisades-Dobbs Ferry Ronte
This NY DOS preferred option would include locating the pipeline in the wooded buffer parallel to the
Palisades Interstate Parkway (pIP) originating in the Village ofPomona for approximately 10 miles,
crossing Ta\\man State Park and entering the Piermont Marsh.

Impact to the Palirades Interstate Parkway
,/ Tbe Palisades Interstate Parkway is designated a National Historic Landmark and a scenic byway by

the New Yon State Dep~ of EnvironmeJrtalConservation. The environmental impact to the PIP
would be devastating and change forever the scenic beauty ofthis parkway.

,,- The reIIKIval ofthe wooded buffer along the 100mile portion ofthe PIP will directly effect the quality

of life for several hundred residents whose properties border the parkway. The wooded buffer serves
as an essential noise, visual and air pollution abatement barrier to the heavily traveled road.

,,- Construction actiVities adjacent to the PIP will directly impact thousands of motorist who commute on

this heavily populated roadway.
,/ Heavy equipment necess~ for construction of the Pipeline would S;ignificantly damage the newly

constructed roadway and drainage systems.



,.

Impact 1° Tallman Mountain State Park and Piennont Marsh
.1 Ta1Iman MO1inIain State pm. will be significantly impscted due to the removal of thousands ofmature

trees, construction on steep slopes and crossing of small streams.
.1 A number of plants in the P-3JX and Marsh are listed as rare, endangered, or of special concern.
.1 The ParKis listed on the State Register of Historic Places.
.1 The Piermont Marsh has beell deSignated a Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat under the

New York State Coastal Management Program. The same designation as HaverstrawBay.
.1 In 1985 the Village ofPiCIllll.m designated the Marsh as a Critical Environmental Area, pursuant to

NYS Environmental Conservation Law {ECL Article 8).
.1 The Park and Marsh are liste<1 in the Hudson River National Esmarine Researc:h Reserve.
.1 The Park and Marsh are included in the Tappan Zee Scenic District {ECL Article 49).
.1 A number ofplant and animal species found in the Marsh are federally classified as rare, endangered,

or of special concern.
.1 The Park and Marsh are state-owned lands Within the Piermont Marsh Reserv" and are under the

jurisdiction of three state ageJ1cies.
.1 The "lay-barge" technique pl')posed for Haverstraw Bay may not be usable at this location. This could

cause signi&ant environmenlai disruption to Piermont Marsh and the Hudson River.
.1 Significant blaating and exca'mting would occur in the State Park

Other Options -The Palisades f C~X Railroad I Route 117 Alternative
These pipeline options would be constructed along the PIP or the CSX railroad colridor crossing the
Hudson River at Hook Mountain :)tate Park.
.1 The impact to the PIP and CSX would be the sarz= as listed in alternative Option 1.
.1 The pipeline would be placed along Route 30¥ residents bordering these higbways effecting

hundreds of residents and businesses.
.1 Significant safety issues wouJd arise ftom the placement of the pipeline along this route.
.1 The pipeline would have to b,~ constructed along steep slopes and mountainous teIrain.
.1 Hook Mountain State Park and RockIand Lake State Park both listed as Natiollal Historic Landmarks,

would be adversely effected by construction of the pipeline.
.1 The rock outcroppings along the Hook Mountain Bike Trail would be reInOved
.1 Significant blaating and exca,mting would occur in these two State Parks.

In conclusion, the alternative routl:s as suggested by the NYS DepartlIM:nt of State will have a devastating

long-teIm permanent effect on Rockland County. For the reasons outlined previously, the County of
Rockland will take whatever mea!:ures necessary to oppose these alternatives.

2.Jl!~c. Scott Vanderhoef ~

Rockland County Executive b

cc: Ron. Thomas Kliener, Orangetown Supervisor
Ron. Charles Rolbrook, CIar~mown Supervisor
Ron. ChriS St Lawerence, Ramapo Supervisor
All Rockland County Legislators
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Decembf~r 2, 2002

Office of the Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Servi(~es
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce,
13058 East-'Nest Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re Millennium Pipeline RotJ'te: Costal Zone Management; Environmental Impact
and Olverall Public Safety

Dear Sir or fIJ1adam:

For nearly five years, the proposed Millennium Pipeline has been at the
forefront of community concernl here in Westchester County. While our tenacious
efforts have rendered some vic:tories in creatin,g a more acceptable route, there are
still majoroutstandlng,cqncerf1~~.that m~st,Qe addresse:dand ~~so1Vedpriorto any, , " .~ , J, t c .
final approval. ' , ., , c- , , ,

Asa ~Jew York State Assemblyman representing WestchesterCounty
(specifically the City of Yonker~)), I would like to take this bpportuni:ty to express my
strong rese~'ations to the currently proposed Millennium pipeline route and to ask
that these valid concerns be properly addressed by revising the proposal to ensure
safety, security and environmelntal protection.

While I certainly recognize the need for additional sources of clean energy, it is
unconscionable to sacrifice the heath, safety and ecology of Westchester County in
an effort to bring forth new energy.

In a fairly recent revelation, the preservation and revitalization of the Hudson
River has become a major factlor in the proposed route. The New York State
Department of State has determined that the route is inconsistent with the policies of
the New York State Coastal Management Program and has cited that this pipeline
would adver~)ely affect the ecology of the Hudson River.

As a lifelong resident of a City that is blessed with the splendor of the Hudson
River Waterfront, I can personally attest to the importance of preservjf')g one ,of New
York's most precious natural re~sourCe$. ' ,

'. rn8ddition to my commitrJent to pr~serviog the.Hudson Rive!, thery ~"re,?lso

major comporients of the stat~'s: determjnatioh that I fin,d to be very troubling.

DISTRICT OFFICE: 35 East Grassy Sprain Road, Yonkers, New York 10710, (914) 779-8805, FAX (914) 779-8859
ALBANY OFFICE: Room 458, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248, (518) 455-3662, FAX (518) 455-5499

E-mail: spanom@assembly.state.ny.us



The [lepartment of Statl3 has specifically cited an adverse affect of the state-
designated Haverstraw Bay Si!~nificant Costal Fish and Wildlife Habitat; a concern for
the drinking 'water of New York, City and Westchester communities; and an
inconsistency with the Village of Croton-on-Hudson's Waterfront Revitalization

project.

These findings present major environmental, health and safety concerns that
must not be overlooked. Any acceptable route must be required to meet the state's
water quality standards for the Hudson crossing while ensuring overall community

safety.

Since the infancy of this project, I have maintained that any route must not
pose a threat to our environment nor should it be allowelj to disrupt Westchester's
residential neighborhoods or b,e positioned near school ~Jrounds.

Currently, Westchester residents are still faced with a proposal that threatens
the Hudson IRiver and our environment while routing the pipeline within 75 feet of the
Briarcliff Manor schools.

Clearly, this proposaf is unacceptable in its currerlt form and necessitates
further discussions and revisions.

In.-.an-effort to resolve these issues, I will suRgort a new route that will

not travel through Westchester County at all.

It has come to my atten1tion that there is enough c:apacity in the current lines
throughout VVestchester County to carry the new clean energy fuel. I am strongly
urging you to research the fea~)ibility of using the current lines, which would eliminate
the need for the Millennium Pipeline to be routed through Westchester.

On bE~half of the resider ItS throughout WestchestE~r County, I thank you for
taking the tirne to review these concerns. As always, plE~ase keep me informed of
any and all information related to this process.

If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate
to contact me at 914-779-880Ei.

MICHAE:L J. S~ANO
State Assemblyman
93rd A.D.
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CATTARAUGUS EMPIRE ZONE CORPORATION
120 N. UNION STREET, OLEAN NY 14760
Phone: (716)-373-9260 Fax: (716)-372.,7192

Email: NCURTIS(ii201..EANNY.COM * WWW.CATTEMPIREZONE.ORG
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December 3, 2002

The Honorable: Donald Evans
Secretary
United States Department of Commerc:e
14th and Constitution NW
Washington, DC 20230

Millennium Pipeline ProjectRe:

Dear Secretary' Evans:

On behalf of the Cattaraugus Empire 2:One (CEZ), Cattaraugus County, New York, I am writing in support
of the construction of the Millennium Pipeline Project. The CEZ urges you to uphold the Federal
Regulatory Commission's finding that the construction of the Millennium Pipeline Project is indeed in the

public's b~stinterest.

The Cattaraugus Empire Zone is a not-.for-profit organization that encourages investment and job
retention/creation in Cattaraugus County, New York- In addition to the benefits that the millennium project
will bring to New York State, Cattaraugus County stands to benefit as well from the construction of the
Millennium Project. The economic benefits due to the construction are enormous due to the size of the
project; construction companies and contractors will enhance their economic situations, thus improving our
county's economy and economic climate.

The Cattaraugus Empire Zone urges you to allow the Millennium Pipeline project to move forward since
the project will not only improve our l1ational energy security, but it will also create thousands of jobs and
economic development opportunities for business in our county and across New York State.

Should there be anything that we can (10 on the local level to assist you in allowing this project to move

Curtis
I
(

uS Senator Clinton
State Senator Patricia McGee
Jess Fitzpatrick, Legislature Chairman
Don Ben son, Supervisor Town of Allegany

Cc us Senator Schwner ,
Congressman Amo HoughtoIl

Assemblywoman Cathy YOUJlg
William I. Quinlan, Mayor
lames Snyder, CEZ Presidenlt
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~oo£'December 2,

Dear Secretary Evans:

I write on behalf of the Ardsley Park Property
Owners' Association ("APPOA") to urge rejection of the
proposal by the New York Department of State ("NYDOS") to
reloc~ate the proposed Millenniwn pipeline from the route
previously approved by FERC. APPOA is a neighborhood
association representing approximately 250 dwelling units in
Dobbs Ferry and Irvington, New York.

One of the alternate routes for the pipeline
suggested by NYDOS would. traverse land in Dobbs Ferry and
Irvington on or abutting properties of our members.

Thf! foundation of the NYDOS proposal is that there
are reasonable alternatives to the pipeline route previously
approved by FERC as the best route. NYDOS reached that
conclusion, we understand, without any formal review
process, including any review of the environmental impact on
lands (other than I::oastal zones) through which the pipeline
might pass. Not s1Llrprisingly, therefore, the NYDOS proposal
is significantly f:lawed in a number of fundamental respects.

The FERC-approved route was determined after
exhaustive review of the environmental and engineering
concerns affecting the Hudson River, its coastlines and the
various local communities. The pipeline company {Columbia)
and FE:RC agree tha1: the FE:RC-approved route is the best from
all perspectives. Specifically, the FE:RC-approved route,
according to both FE:RC and Columbia, minimizes and mitigates
all environmental :Lssues from an engineering and scientific
perspective to the greatest extent possible while
simultaneously minjLmizing the impacts on citizens in the
communities along 1:he route .

By contrast, the alternate route through Dobbs
Ferry and IrvingtoIl (we do not comment on the other NYDOS-
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proposed alternate routes) suffers, we believe, from the
following massive defects:

(1) ac(::ording to Columbia, it is not feasible
from an engineering perspectivei

(2) the alternate route (following an existing
Tennessee pipeline contstructed 30+ years ago) would
traverse high density residential housing, churches and
schools, many of which would be subject in whole or
part to condemnation; and

( 3) crj. tical envirorunental resources would be
devastated, j.ncluding the pie:rmont Marsh Coastal Fish
and Wildlife Habitat (on the west side of the Hudson) ,
the Wickers <:reek area in Dobbs Ferry.

Note als:o that of the many (12 or more) proposals
now pending to bri.ng much needed natural gas to the New York
metropolitan regicln, the Millennium proposal is the QnlY one
which traverses WEistchester County and its sensitive
watershed and coas:tal zones. In that context it makes no
sense whatsoever t.o alter the FERC-approved route to put the
pipeJLine in an eve~n more densely populated, more
environmentally se~nsitive area.

We there,fore respectfully ask that you determine
that the NYDOS pro,posals are not consistent with the Coastal
Zone Management Act and that you determine that the FERC-
approved route is so consistent.

The Honorable Donald Evans, Secretary.
UrLited States Department of Connue:r.ce

14th and Constitution, N. W.
Washington, DC 20230
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COpiE~S to Mayor De:nnis P. Flood
Villa.ge of Irvington

85 Main Street
IIIrvington, NY 10533

Mayor B:r'ian D. Monahan

Village of Dobbs Ferry

112 Main Street

Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

Bon. BilIary Clinton,

u. S. Senator

780 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10017

.II

Bon. Nlta Lowey

U. S. Congress

222 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 310

White Plains, NY 10605

Bon. Nick Spano

New York State Senator

1 Executive Boulevard

Yonkers, NY 10701

Governor George Pataki

State Capitol

AI:bany, NY 12220

Bon. Charles Schumer

U. S. Senator

750 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10017

Bon. Elliot Engel

U. S. Congress

65!5 East 233rd Street

Bronx, NY 10466

Mr. Eliojt Spitzer

AttorJrley General

Tht3 Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

III

III

III

~~~~~

III
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19 Dove Street, Suite 302
Albany, NY 12210

phone: 518-436--3749
fax: 518-436-0369

www.ippny:org
GavinJ. Donohue, ExecutilJe Director

November 30, 2002

The Honorable Donald Evans

Secretary
United States Department of ComrneJrce
14th and Constitution NW
Washington, DC 20230

Re: Appeal of Millennium Pipeline concerning the Coastal Zone Management Act

Dear Secretary Evans:

We are writing you in support of the appeal filed by Millennium concerning the consistency of
the Millennium Project with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

For the reasons set forth below, we b(:lieve that the Millennium Project is critical to support new
energy generation and the reliability of competitive gas supply in New York State and the nearby
Northeast region. We also believe that all alternatives to the route certificated by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FEFlC) have been exhaustively evaluated and that there are no
reasonable alternatives to the route certificated by the FERC. Accordingly, we respectfully urge
you to act favorably upon Millenniunl's appeal.

The Independent Power Producers of New York is an association representing more than 100
companies involved in the developme:nt of generation, marketing and sale of electric power and
natural gas in New York state. We are concerned about the impending energy crisis facing New
York due to inadequate electric generation capacity and the underlying pipeline infrastructure
needed to support baseload generatin!~ facilities. Given the intensive focus on air quality issues
when permitting new generation facilities, natural gas is the fuel of choice for nearly all new
projects. Commercial viability ofthe,se projects depends, in part, upon the availability of gas
supply and the infrastructure to delive:r that gas supply to the new generation facilities. We agree
with the conclusions of the FERC, several New York state agencies responsible for energy
issues, and other private organization:) that have studied this issue that new gas infrastructure
such as the Millennium Project is critilcal to energy reliability and security in New York State.

After four years of exhaustive envirot1Inental study, the FERC has granted a Certificate ofPublic
Need and Necessity to the Millenniun1. This represents an endorsement of the market need for

Board of Directors

Adirondack Hydro Development Corp. 8 AES-"NY, LLC 8 American Ref-Fuel Company 8 Besicorp Development, LLC

Calpine Carp. .Dominion Transmission, Inc. 8 I)ynegy, Inc. 8 Edison Mission Energy 8 El Paso Merchant Energy Group

Fortistar / Lockport Energy Associates. KeySpan 8 Mercer Companies, Inc. .Mirant New York, Inc. 8 NRG Energy, Inc.

Oxbow Power Services, Inc. 8 PG&E National Energy Group 8 PSEG Power "~ew York Inc. 8 Reliant Energy

Sithe Energies, Inc. 8 Trigen Energy Corp.



the project, and a demonstration that the pipeline can be constructed in an environmentally-
sensitive manner.

With an understanding of the Hudson River's sensitivities, multiple options were studied by
Millennium, the FERC and several e]t1vironmental agencies before the certificated route was
deemed the preferable option given the various environmental trade-offs in siting a major
interstate pipeline. In reaching its conclusion, FERC carefully weighed all environmental
considerations, balancing the tempor;ary impacts on the Hudson, as well as the impacts on the
communities on either side of the rivler.

Understanding the critical immediate needs for new generation and pipeline capacity in New
York, especially in the metropolitan ]~ew York City markets, we believe this project clearly
represents a component of national energy security.

New York consumers will never expc~rience the full benefits of a competitive and reliable energy
market without sufficient generation capacity and the supporting natural gas infrastructure to fuel
those facilities. On behalf of the generating industry, we ask that you take action to allow
Millennium to be: completed.
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HospItal Center

425 West 59th Street, lOth Floor

INew York, NY 10019

Tel: 2125237791

Fax: 2125236364

University Hospital of
Columbia University College
of Physicians & Surgeons

Daniel B. Kllrlloff, M.D.

Associate Direc~or. Otolaryngology, Head arId Neck Surgery

St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center

Associate Professor of Clinical Otolaryngology

Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons

The Honorable Donald Evans

Secretary
United States Department ofCoI1nmerce
14th and Constitution NW

Washington, DC 20230

November 25, 2002

Re:
Initiallv ARRrove~ Pipeline Hudson River Crossing

Dear Secretary Evans'

Our c:ommunity in lrvington New York has just learned through various sources,
documents and public hearings: concerning the Millennium Pipeline, that the New York
Department of State ("NYDOS") has an appeal now pending before the United States
Department of Commerce. The ]~YDOS has asserted, Y!'ithQut a formal review orocess from an
engineering and/or environmental perspective, that there are "reasonable alternatives" to the

approved pipeline crossing ofth.e Hudson River, one of which is the "Dobbs Ferry/Irvington"
crossing. This option, which 1~he NYDOS asserts is one of the preferred routes through
Westchester County, appears to be based solely on a perceived lesser impact on the "coastal
zone" but is clearly without any (~onsideration of a much greater impact on other environmental
and community concerns.

It is my understanding that for over four years there has been a formal review process
involving an in-depth analysis to ,determine which of more than a dozen potential pipeline routes
through Westchester County would be most tenable. The pipeline crossing of the Hudson River
at Havestraw ~ was certifieQ by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) as the
best route from numerous pe:rspectives including engineering concerns, mitigation of
environmental impacts, jncluding marine and other wildlife, minimal disruption and/or
demolition of private and comm(~rcial properties, as well as dangers to the local communities
concerned. The original site for the Hudson River crossing was consistent with the policies of
the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and in fact, other agencies including the US
Environmental Protection Agency and the New York Department of Envjronmental
Conservatjon have concurred tha1t the original certified crossing is acceptable and remains the
best option.

~Health Partne~



In a preliminary review of the alternative roy~ it appears that there are significant and

pennanent impacts to the Hudson River, wetlands and to communities both to the east and west
which appear to be far greater than that of the certified Hudson River crossing. Furthermore, the
alternate proposed route through Dobbs Ferry and Irvington appears to have significant obstacles
from both an engineering and/or construction standpoint, facts not disclosed in the NYDOS

briefing. In fact, Columbia Gas has Qublicly stated that the Dobbs Ferry/Irvington route is not
feasible, and it has retained an engineering concern (Baker Engineers) in Elmsford (Home office,
Beaver, PA) to support the non-f'easibility of the Dobbs Ferry/Irvington crossing.

This iilternate route woutd involve constl-uction alon~ the Palisades Paj"kway in Rockland

County impacting nine other municipalities not previously affected. Crossing the Hudson River
between Tallman Mountain State Park would have significant additional environmental
detriments. When entering the '/illage of Dobbs Ferry, the pipeline would need to parallel an
existing Ternlessee Gas pipeline that enters Westchester County near the Irvington/Dobbs Ferry
municipal border. This existing pipeline, constructed more than 30 years ago, now has residential
and commercial structures in high density along either sid~- This includes new housing, schools
and churches arranged in a manner that construction of an additional pipeline is not physically

possible without considerable disruption and destruction of our community. Litera]ly hundreds of
homes currently unaffected by the Millennium pipeline wilI be relegated to condemnation. The
impact to our community would be devastating and is unthinkable.

Furthermore from an environmental standpoint, Columbia Gas feels that the Dobbs
Ferry/lrvington Crossing will thr{~aten the Piermont Marsh Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitant on
the Rockland County side, and the Wickers Creek area at Dobbs Ferry. I am also told that the
Millennium Pipeline as proposed, while feasible, would receive NYDOS endorsement if it were
relocated a mere mile north of the current certified route through Haverstraw Bay.

I and a11 of the members of our community are shocked that the NYDOS would propose
this alternative route without consulting either property owners or elected public officials of our
community, and without having performed a prior, in-depth feasibility study comparing the
proposed alternate route to the certified route. There is already an estab1ished process for
determining routing for projects: such as this pipeline, and the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission spent more than four years studying a wide range of possibilities before certifying a
route through Westchester County.

The U.S. Department of Commerce has been petitioned to determine this project's
consistency with the policies of CZMA. I respectfully submit to you, that it is inappropriate for
the NYDOS to suggest that a better solution is to create unacceptable impacts to my community
when a viable route has already b,een established & certified, with little or no impact relative to
the new route proposal.
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In conclusion, J request Ilhat the Dobbs Ferry/Irvington alternate be withdrawn and not be
considered either now, or in the future.

Respectfully yours,

(j)4g~
Daniel B. Kuriloff, M.D., F ACS
Associate Director

Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital C�~nter, New York
Associate Professor, Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons

Hon. Hi'1lary ClilJton

Hon. Nita Lowey

Hon. Nick Spano

Govenor George Pataki

Hon. Charles ,Schurner

Hon. Elliot Engel

Hon. Dennis Flood
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